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Death rate of Berlin. 

The death rate of Berlin for the week ended August 29 was some- 
what higher than that of the foregoing week, amounting, calculated 
upon the year, to 17 per thousand of the population, this being con- 
siderably higher than the rate for the corresponding week of last year, 
in which it amounted to only 14. -1 per thousand. 

Of the large German cities two-thirds showed less favorable figures 
than Berlin, the following towns having considerably higher death 
rates, namely: Dresden, Munich, Karlsruhe, Cologne, Aix laChapelle, 
Nuremberg, Strassburg, Leipsic, Brunswick, Dusseldorf, Breslau, and 
Konigsberg: also Paris. The following towns had a lower rate of mor- 
tality than Berlin, viz: Stuttgart, Hamburg, Bremen, Kiel, Hanover, 
Schoneberg (with 14.7 per thousand), Charlottenburg (with 14 per 
thousand); also London and Vienna. 

Acute diseases of the intestines claimed 191 victims, and 78 persons 
died of cholerine. As compared with the foregoing week there was a 
slight decrease in the number of deaths from acute diseases of the 
respiratory organs, which claimed 33 victims. Sixty-one persons died 
of phthisis pulmonalis, and 43 persons succumbed to cancer. Further, 
there were registered 2 deaths from diphtheria and 2 deaths from 
measles. Five persons died from scarlet fever and 16 persons suc- 
cumbed to typhus. Finally, 9 persons died by violence. 

New museum of tuherculosis at Berlin. 

The tuberculosis museum recently opened in Berlin is intended to 
be a popular object lesson and to represent one of the means for 
enlightening the people as to the nature of tuberculosis. The great 
value of such knowledge on the part of the people has onty recently 
come to be fully understood. Formerly physicians were shy of dis- 
cussing medical questions before laymen, but now that it is seen how 
potent popular knowledge with regard to infectious diseases is in pre- 
venting such diseases, opinion has completely changed on that point. 
In the case of tuberculosis especially is this true, as the disease 
extends over many years thereby necessitating a prolonged continu- 
ance of preventive measures, such as disinfection of the patient's linen, 
removal of expectoration, etc. Preventive measures can not be effect- 
ively obtained by mere police regulations. The people themselves 
must lend their assistance, and this presupposes a right understanding 
on their part of the nature and aim of such measures. Laymen will 
learn, too, to understand to some extent what an immense amount of 
intellectual labor has been bestowed upon research in this field before 
the present knowledge was reached. 

After the history of tuberculosis comes a second department dealing 
with its prevalence in different countries; here statistical tables con- 
cerning its death-rate in Prussia, England, Germany, Argentine, etc., 
are given. 

Another department deals with the cause of tuberculosis. For the 
prevention of the disease it is of fundamental importance that people 
should have a clear idea of its infectious nature. For this reason a 
special department has been devoted to the tuberculosis bacillus, so 
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that the spectator may come to understand that the bacillus is the 
cause of tuberculosis. Microscope specimens are exhibited in which 
tuberculosis bacilli and pseudo-tuberculosis bacilli may be compared. 
A representation, by diagrams, moreover, of changes produced in the 
lungs by the tuberculosis bacillus is given. Pathologic-anatomical 
preparations follow to show the changes that take place in the organs 
attacked, both in men and in animals. These constitute useful object 
lessons for the laj^man. 

A third section deals with the prevention of tuberculosis. Starting 
from the standpoint that the tuberculous person who emits or expec- 
torates bacilli is the principal source of infection, and that he'is a 
special source of danger in unhealthy dwellings and workrooms, this 
department brings together the means necessary to make such emis- 
sions innocuous. Models of expectoration bottles and spittoons of all 
descriptions are here exhibited. The different methods of getting rid 
of the sputa by means of chemical disinfection, boiling and burning, 
are here illustrated; also tuberculosis prophylaxis in schools and work- 
shops, and the various kinds of disinfecting apparatus for the purifying 
of sick rooms and places where people have died. In order to make 
the matter still clearer a number of tables are hung on the walls, giv- 
ing the mortality from tuberculosis in different parts of cities and 
showing clearly that tuberculosis is confined to certain dwellings and 
particular quarters of the city. This is shown, for example, by the map 
prepared by Dr. Biggs, of New York, to illustrate the mortality from 
tuberculosis in thickly populated parts of New York City, also by a 
similar map of the town of Posen, prepared by Professor Wernicke, 
of Posen. 

There is also exhibited a model of a Berlin dwelling house, with 
arrangements for the isolation of tuberculous patients. This model 
has been prepared according to a plan suggested by Dr. A. Kayserling, 
of Berlin. All arrangements that tend to the better hygienic cleansing 
of dwellings, such as disinfectable floor coverings and carpets, paint 
and paper for the walls, floors with rounded corners, and means for 
impregnating floors are here exhibited. A model of the disinfection 
wagon of the dispensary of the city of Lille is also shown in this sec- 
tion. The department is, for reasons of space, limited to specific pro- 
phylaxis and only such subjects as stand in direct relation to it, such 
as care of the teeth. 

While these departments are essentially for the prevention of infec- 
tion, the following sections contain means for treating persons suffer- 
ing from tuberculosis: Section 5 deals with the identification of the 
disease. Section 6 refers to the shelter of the patients. Section 7 
describes the principles of treatment. Professor Pannwitz has drawn 
up a large chart and tables showing the arrangements existing in 
Germany for the treatment of tuberculosis. 

The following subjects are explained by tables and summaries in 
the department for identification of tuberculosis patients: (1) Volun- 
tary notification in Manchester. (2) Notification through the dispen- 
saries in France. (3) Notification through the policlinics in Germany, 
and further the part played by German insurance societies for the sick 
in notifying cases of tuberculosis as well as the methods of the Red 
Cross society in Charlottenburg. 



October 2, 1903 



1676 



In the section devoted to accommodation of tuberculous patients the 
different kinds of institutions are shown by models and photographs. 
The sanatoria are represented by a model of the Sulzhayn Sanatorium, 
and there are besides plans and photographs of nearly all the German 
sanatoria. Children's sanatoria are represented by Belzig, convales- 
cent homes by a model of Schonholz, the country colonies by Stiibeck- 
horn, tuberculosis hospitals bv Dr. Sarrason's model of a terrace 
hospital, home treatment by the model of a home sanatorium after a 
plan by Dr. Kaj'serling, and finally an improvised tent for cures in 
the house. In this section are exhibited all the paraphernalia of 
sanatoria, such as vessels for disinfection, lounges, Frankel's screens, 
hygienic beds, and disinfectable wardrobes. 

In the treatment section there are exhibited models and pictures for 
the methods of hygienic-dietetic treatment, also tuberculin therapia. 

Finally, there is exhibited a collection of special measures for the 
prevention of tuberculosis. (1) The various means of propaganda, 
the placards of the Societe de preservation contre la tuberculose, and 
posters of the National Association for the Prevention of Consump- 
tion. Furthermore, the appeal and the collecting boxes of the Red 
Cross Society for People's Sanatoria, as well as a collection of announce- 
ments on elevated railways, street cars, and railway stations prohibit- 
ing expectoration on the ground. There is also an exhibition of 
popular literature, Knopff's prize essay in eleven languages. Also a 
collection of regulations with regard to tuberculosis. 

This description by Doctor Kayserling shows how the tuberculosis 
museum can be rendered serviceable as a form of popular instruction. 
It is a first attempt and the collection is not to be regarded as a com- 
plete one. On the contrary, the object is to continually add to it — 
to weed out the obsolete and to introduce modern improvements as 
they appear. 

Guatemala. 



Report from Livingston, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Peters reports as follows: Week ended 
September 14, 1903. Present officially estimated population, 3,500; 
one death; prevailing diseases, malarial; general sanitary condition of 
this port and the surrounding country during the week, good. 

Bills of health were issued to the following-named vessels: 



Date. 


Name of vessel. 


Number of 
crew. 


Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 


Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 


Pieces of 
baggage 
disin- 
fected. 


Sept. 8 




18 
40 
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6 









Anselm cleared from Puerto Barreos. 



